
Cambridge District Annual District Meeting

Saturday 8th January 2022
5 pm over Zoom

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUsc-6pqT0qGN0-iq-9Zx-uIFI1SEZ8CseI

1. Remembrance of those who have died in the last year

2. Apologies

3. Minutes of last meeting (copies available)

4. Matters arising

5. Long service certificates

6. Reports
a. Secretary’s report
b. Treasurer’s report and accounts
c. Recruitment and training officer’s report

7. Election of officers and committee members

8. Election of new members

9. St Clements update

10. Programme for 2022

11. Any other business

12. Vote of thanks
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Ely Diocesan Association of Church Bell Ringers

Cambridge district

Minutes of the annual district meeting held on Zoom

5:00PM on Saturday, 9th January 2021

With approximately 40 members on Zoom

Chair: Stephen Burr

1. Remembrance of those who have died in the last year

The members present kept a minute’s silence in memory of the following members of the Cambridge
district who died during the last year:

Prof David Newland (Duxford tower)

John Reed (Ely)

2. Apologies

Apologies were received from the following members: Andrew Downs and Angus Campbell

3. Minutes of the last meeting

Copies of the minutes of the last meeting were circulated to the membership by email. No
corrections were made to the minutes. The minutes were approved nem con and will be signed as a
true record by the chair.

4. Matters arising

There were no matters arising from the minutes of the last ADM.

5. Long service certificates

The following members were congratulated on their long service:

25 years membership of EDA: Ian Griffiths (Fen Ditton) and Anand Pillai (Stapleford)

50 Years membership of EDA: Alan Winter (Unattached)

Congratulation Certificates were awarded to Dave Richards and Peter Hinton.

For Dave Richards this award was in recognition of his personal commitment in arranging
presentations for the membership during Covid 19, for setting up presentations on Zoom and posting
these on the YouTube channel.

For Peter Hinton, who is stepping down from the committee, this award was in recognition of his
roles at CDA over many years, including as ringing master, web master and his excellence in
supporting novice bell-ringers and the contribution he has made.

Both were given a certificate, donation and a stained-glass panel designed, created and delivered by
Shirley (and Jon) Warbrick.
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6. Reports

Reports were circulated in advance of the ADM by email. A brief verbal summary of each report was
made by the relevant officer.

● President’s report gave thanks to the membership for contributing, working as a group and
finding ways to develop as a community despite the constraints of Covid 19.

● Treasurer’s report had three parts:
1. Cambridge District (CD) fund shows a small profit on the year due to donations from the
ADM last year.

2. An inventory of the Bookstall contents has been made, to be put on the website. There is a
slight deficit due to stock being re-ordered. The stock value is around £300. Thanks were
given to Anand Pillai for continuing to run the bookstall.

3. CD Membership number is 269. There is an error as it is recorded as 203 which will be
corrected. There are 207 ordinary members, 19 junior members, 2 who are also members of
another district and 41 life members. This gives a total of 269 members. The accounts will be
audited by Nicholas Small. The date on the report will be corrected.

The treasurer’s report was accepted without questions from the membership.

● Education Officer’s report. The aim for 2020 was to use Ringing World pathways project with
ART to allow members to identify and fulfil their individual ringing achievements. This aim
was deferred due to Covid 19 restrictions on ringing, but much has transitioned to online
platforms. Thanks were given to Jonathan and Catriona Agg for Ringing Room sessions. Also
to Greg Pearce for Q&A sessions on Saturday mornings from April to September 2020.
Tom Ridgman asked whether the copyright for presentations is owned by EDA and whether
permission can be given for posting of content on the ART website. The CDA supports the
use of content from webinars and sharing of content to ART. There were no objections from
the membership for this position. Tom Ridgman asked for help to edit the presentation
content which was offered by Dave Richards. Webinars are planned to continue to Easter 21.
Suggestions for new ideas and themes from the membership should be made by email to
education@cambridgeringing.info

There were no comments from the membership on any of these reports which were accepted nem
con.

7. Election of officers

Nominations were requested for the offices on the committee. Four current post-holders and
committee members have planned to stand down: Posy Marriage (secretary), Peter Hinton
(webmaster), Greg Pearce (Committee member) and Jenny Goodwin (Committee member). All other
officers are prepared to continue in their roles in the absence of other nominations.

President: a nomination was received for Stephen Burr, proposed by Phil Gorman and seconded by
Mervyn Brown. There were no other nominations and Stephen was elected nem con.

Secretary: a nomination was received for Catriona Agg, proposed by Stephen Burr and seconded by
Shirley Warbrick. There were no other nominations and Catriona was duly elected nem con.

Treasurer: a nomination was received for Shirley Warbrick, proposed by Ian Hamilton and seconded
by Greg Pearce. There were no other nominations and Shirley was elected nem con.
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Education officer: a nomination was received for Dave Richards, proposed by JoAnne Rutter and
seconded by Catriona Agg. There were no other nominations and Dave was elected nem con.

Ringing master: a nomination was received for Jonathan Agg, proposed by Richard Pargeter and
seconded by Paul Newman. There were no other nominations and Jonathan was elected nem con.

Web master: a nomination was received for Jon Warbrick, proposed by Stephen Burr and seconded
by Jenny Goodwin. There were no other nominations and Jon was elected as webmaster nem con.

Practice night support officer: a nomination was received for Geoff Perryman, proposed by Ian
Hamilton and seconded by Jon Warbrick. There were no other nominations and Geoff was re-elected
in absentia.

Safeguarding officer: a nomination was received for Shirley Warbrick, proposed by Richard Pageter
and seconded by Greg Pearce. There were no other nominations and Shirley was elected nem con.

District bell adviser: nomination was received for Ian Hamilton, proposed by Rebecca Glazier and
seconded by Tom Ridgman. There were no other nominations and Ian was elected nem con.

Diocesan Committee representatives are requested to include the president and the secretary for 2
meetings per year. Contact details should be forwarded to JoAnne Rutter.

Nomination for new committee members: Nominations were made for Ian Hamilton and Louisa
Egan by AnnMarie Adams and seconded by Richard Pargeter. Ian and Louisa were elected as
committee members nem con.

The president proposed a vote of thanks to those stepping down, to those continuing and to those
moving into new roles and for giving their time and effort. The membership thanked the committee
with a round of applause.

8. Election of new members

Tower: Thriplow

Martin and Alyce Merry.

Tower captain, Rebecca Glazier, from Thriplow nominated two new members who have moved to
Thriplow from Somerset where they have been ringers. Election was made by a show of hands from
the membership. The Chair gave a big welcome to these new members.

9. St Clements bell tower

An update report is attached from Barry Johnson, outlining the project for a lightweight ring of 6 new
bells at St Clements in the centre of Cambridge as a teaching centre. This aims to be accessible to the
public as well as a resource for District and Diocese and as a general introduction to ringing. Barry
delivered a webinar about the project which is available as a link on YouTube.

Each bell can be sponsored in the name of a specific person. The treble has been proposed for
sponsorship in the name of Felicity Webster, who is remembered by many as a ringer and secretary
to the CDA, at the request of her family. Anyone who wants to make a contribution to the fund is
requested to send an email to the fundraising address in the report.

10. Programme for 2021
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There are limited plans for the programme for 2021 until it is known when ringing may re-start in
towers. The webinar series will continue on Thursday evenings on a fortnightly basis up to Easter.
Please let Dave Richards know any suggestions for this.

Monthly Ringing Room sessions will continue on the second Saturday of each month, organised by
Jonathan and Catriona Agg. Jonathan asked for people to contact him if quarter or full peals are
requested.

A virtual outing using Google maps and videos of ringing from individual towers may be developed.

Social events in 2020 have included two quizzes and one game of Bingo. Sam Gorman suggested a
murder mystery online.

11. Recruitment and training subcommittee (RATS)

Dee Smith endorsed thanks to the CDA for continuing to provide webinars and Q&A sessions. The
youth team events, for those age up to 18 years of age, have been cancelled. A representative from
each district is asked to collate opportunities for young ringers and practice sessions, on a monthly
basis, through Ringing Room and Zoom. Rebecca Glazier is the representative for CDA.

When practical ringing restarts, tower bands are likely to be depleted and lack confidence. Checking
of bells at individual towers will be necessary. ART and central council aim to provide a survival and
recovery group for rebuilding confidence and co-ordinating help in handling bells, including a
Diocesan training day. The Streatham REC will be available as a venue within this. While Ely cathedral
does not have ring-able bells there is a “fine set of 12 on Ringing Room”. Dee also expressed her
thanks and good luck to CDA for 2021.

12. Association Business

Nicholas Small reported from the General Committee Meeting that subscriptions for 2021 should be
waived. This needs to be ratified by the AGM. If members wish to make a voluntary contribution to
the RAT fund or Bell Restoration fund this would be very welcome. A form to allow gift aiding is
available on the website. BACS payment can be made using BRF_GAD as the reference to use if gift
aiding the contribution. Alternatively, cheques can be sent to Nicholas Small.

JoAnne Rutter announced that the EDA committee meeting is likely to be in May. Three positions are
needed: General secretary, safe-guarding officer and public relations officer. Nominations for these
posts are encouraged.

Shirley Warbrick reminded officers that Janet Garnett is due to compile the annual report and needs
district reports and membership lists to be forwarded to Janet.

Sue Marsden (Peal secretary) asked people who want to have peals organised on Ringing Room to
contact her or Jonathan Agg.

13. Any other business

Martin Kitson made a vote of thanks to members for attending this ADM meeting in his role as Chair
of the Association. He read a poem by Haskins which he felt was appropriate to the situation we find
ourselves in and encouraged members to keep in good heart over the next few months.

14. Vote of thanks
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As there was no church hall for tea, thanks were proposed to Zoom and Dave Richards for facilitating
the meeting and to all attendees.

There being no further business the meeting was closed at 18.33.
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Secretary’s report 2021

Starting the year with another Zoom ADM is a good reminder that things are very definitely
not back to normal – but we are definitely in a much better situation ringing-wise than at this
time last year. In the first half of 2021, we were limited to meeting exclusively online, with
monthly Ringing Room sessions, an online quiz and a bingo night. Dave Richards continued
to organise the webinar series which began in 2020, with talks ranging from Australia to
Wheatley. The gradual lifting of restrictions allowed some ringing to return from mid-May (for
no more than 45 minutes, in a well-ventilated tower, with no more than 6 people) and then
further easing throughout the summer allowed ringing to happen in more places, with more
people, and more normally. However, one lasting advantage of all this online activity has
been the number of training opportunities now available online, and several district members
have benefited from the EDA handbell sessions on Saturday mornings. October’s EDA
training day combined both formats, with practical workshops in towers with theory sessions
online.

Our first district in-person event since March 2020 was ringing at Meldreth and Little
Eversden on Saturday 11th September, followed by an outing towards Stevenage in October,
organised by Jonathan Agg. In November we visited Thriplow for open ringing and some of
Becca Glazier’s incredible ringing-themed biscuits. Phil Gorman once again organised an
excellent carol service, at Balsham, in December – this was my personal highlight of the
district calendar in 2021. As we expected, attendance has so far been lower on average than
in 2019, but is generally increasing. The committee met student officers from the Cambridge
University Guild earlier in the year to encourage them to join in with district events, and it
was good to be joined by four of their members for the carol service at Balsham.

This summer Geoff Perryman stood down as practice night support officer. Geoff set up the
practice night support scheme in 2002, and has coordinated it ever since - huge thanks to
him for 18 years of hard work which many towers in the district have benefited from.

Organising district events still feels very different from before the pandemic, and it’s still very
hard to know exactly how things will look in a few months’ time. We no longer have a
programme set months in advance, and the committee regularly discusses whether and how
we can run events safely. In general, our outlook has been that district events bring together
people who wouldn’t otherwise mix, and so we should be more cautious than individual
towers might choose to be. Consequently, we have only organised ringing at towers where
the ringing chamber is on the ground floor or otherwise open to the church, and so far we
have always asked people to wear masks to ring. A good side effect of choosing
ground-floor rings has been the extra space to chat while not ringing! It’s the social aspect of
meeting up with ringers from outside your usual circles that I most enjoy about district
events, and I really hope we can keep ringing face-to-face throughout 2022.
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The Ely Diocesan Association of Church Bell Ringers

Cambridge District

Treasurer’s Report for 2021

Cambridge District Fund

● There was no income in 2021 and one expenditure - £35 for tower donations for the District
Outing in October.

● There were no sales or purchases in the book stall.

EDA Subscriptions

● The District Treasurer collects subscriptions on behalf of the Ely Diocesan Association. The
District doesn’t keep any subscription money. The main outgoing for the Association is
insurance which is paid out of subscription income. The Association decided to waive
subscriptions for 2021, but they are payable for 2022 (due on 1st January, £10 for adult
members and £5 for juniors/under 18s).

● For the last few years, I’ve asked people who wish to pay by bank transfer to pay directly into
the Association account, but that has made it harder for me to keep track of who has paid.
This year please could payment either be by bank transfer to:

Type of account: business
Account name: EDA Cambridge District
Sort code: 30-25-80
Account number: 62652868

Please use your own name (or tower name if you are paying for a tower) and how many
people you are paying for as a reference e.g. 1ad,2j (1 adult, 2 juniors). If you could also e-mail
me at treasurer@cambridgeringing.info to let me know you’ve paid, that would be wonderful.
If you would prefer to pay by cheque:

Please make the cheque payable to ‘EDA Cambridge District’
Send it to me:

Mrs S Warbrick
55, Babraham Road
Sawston
Cambridge
CB22 3DQ

Thank you!
● EDA Membership

If any tower has someone they would like to propose as a member (which can be at any time
of the year, not just at the Annual District Meeting), you can download an application form at
https://www.elyda.org.uk/association/membership or e-mail me at
treasurer@cambridgeringing.info and I can send you one. Please return completed application
forms to me.

● 2021 Annual Report
Over the next few weeks I’ll be e-mailing tower correspondents to check details for the 2021
report. The ringers whose names appear in the Annual Report are those who were members
in 2021, but the tower contact details are current.

Shirley Warbrick, January 2022
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Cambridge District ADM 1st January 2022 RATS Report 
2021 proved to again not be a ‘normal’ year for ringing. However, by the end of the year the Ely 
Diocesan (as far as education and training was concerned) had soldiered on and there were 
several highlights and successes. 

The following report is specifically written from the RATS Committee, and I am sure the 
Cambridge District ringers would like to add any additional local events and successes for 2021. 

Stretham REC 

Until restrictions were beginning to be lifted as we entered Stage 3 of the Roadmap to Ringing 
recovery in May, ringing was confined to Ringing Room. Stretham REC ran three sessions week 
for various abilities of tower bell ringers. We also found that we were able to cover a lot of theory 
which in a normal practice we would not always have time to do. 

By the Summer quite a few towers were able to start regular ringing and initially (from July) 
Stretham REC offered session for those who were lacking in confidence with their bell-handling 
and the opportunity to practice ringing rounds and basic exercises e.g., Mexican Wave, Switch-a-
roo and Call Changes. 

Since August, the teaching of new students has been going well. Currently we have six new 
ringers at various stages of getting through their ART level 1 and two students who passed their 
Level 1 in September. These students now stay onto the second session on a Saturday where we 
cater for a variety of activities ranging from call changes to Plain Hunt to Plain Bob depending on 
the ability of the students. 

Walsoken, Wisbech Teaching Group 

After a slow start, Bob Cox is now back to holding regular training practises at Walsoken for 
ringers in the Wisbech District. Much enthusiasm is shown, and good progress is being made. 

Ely DA Ringing Survey 

Lesley Boyle (with the help of the RATS Committee) put together a survey for all towers to 
complete to provide information about how towers felt they were ready when we we able to return 
to ringing and what support would be needed. This and other information given in the survey has 
been used as a focus for RATS activities in 2021 and to plan events for 2022. Thanks to those 
ringers who took the time to complete the survey. 

ART M1 Course at Stretham and M1 Catch Up! 

In October David Sparling came along to run a successful ART M1 teaching ringing course at 
Stretham REC. Lesley Boyle (Local ART Representative and Course Tutor) and myself are very 
keen to catch up with those ringers who in the past have undertaken the M1 course, but for 
whatever reason have not become accredited – you have been warned! We have the names of a 
few people who would like to learn to ring at the REC and now is a good opportunity to refresh 
your teaching skills alongside the support of our experienced teachers at the REC. 

RATS Training Day 

For the RATS Training Day in October most of the sessions were based in the Ely District and one 
in the Cambridge District – thank you to those ringers who came along to support or participate. 

Ely DA Handbell Group 

What started as a small group of ringers who wished to practice handbells online has become the 
very successful Saturday morning Ely DA Handbell group. This has met regularly since February 
with up to twenty student ringers and experienced teachers from across the Diocesan. Lesley 
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Boyle and I have learnt how to (mostly) use break our rooms on Zoom to ensure ringers get the 
practice they need each week. Several quarters have been achieved and we have managed one 
in person get together.  

Plans for 2022 
1. For Stretham REC and Walsoken, Wisbech Teaching Group to continue to offer teaching 
opportunities, bell-handling improvement, practice in theory and practical session for a range of 
abilities. 

2. To continue with our plans to install two dumbbells at Stretham so a peal of 8 is available using 
the simulator 

3. The Ely DA Handbell sessions will continue with a focus on ringing more touches and quarter 
peals and more sessions with ‘real’ handbells. New members (experienced or new to handbells) 
always welcome – contact me or Lesley for more details. 

4. To restart the Ely DA Young Ringers Group. Most members before the Pandemic have now 
moved on and we are looking for new members, please let Dee Smith know the names (and 
parent contact details) of any Young Ringers at your towers who would be interested. 

5. Recruitment – I feel this is still rather on hold until we see how the Pandemic restrictions (or 
hopefully lack of) progress in early 2022. 

6. RATS are working with the Hunts District Committee to look into the feasibility of setting up a a 
Hunts District Ringing Centre in the Hunts District. 

Finally, the exciting news - The St Clements Ringing Centre project based in Cambridge City 
Centre is hoping to be up and running later this year – details from Barry J. 

 

May I thank everyone for all their support, patience, and enthusiasm for keeping ringing going in 
these challenging times. 

Dee Smith 

Ely DA RATO    rato@elyda.org.uk 

Recruitment and Training Committee Chairman 
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Progress at St Clements

This time last year we had raised just over half the money needed to provide St Clements church in
Cambridge with a new ring of 6 bells and to set up a recruiting and training centre for ringers for
Cambridge, the district and beyond.  Progress has been steady rather than dramatic since then, but I
can report that at the start of 2022 the bells have been cast and the transformation of the tower into
an attractive place to learn to ring is well under way.  The EDA’s highly experienced team of volunteer
bellhangers led by Tom Ridgman has already been in action, preparing the bell chamber to receive the
bell frame, and their task included the complicated installation of a steel ring beam to support an
existing timber framework that used to be part of a spire.  If everything continues to go according to
plan the bells will be ringing this spring and teaching will be under way in the summer.

Close to a quarter of a million pounds has been raised, mainly from donations from individual ringers,
and with some useful amounts from a number of grants, including a large contribution from the EDA
Bell Restoration Fund.  For the project to be considered a success a team needs to be built up so that
the centre can be open most days of the year with someone available to welcome visitors, answer
questions, and give demonstrations and lessons.  We intend to have a paid part-time manager who
will recruit a team of volunteers to help with welcoming and teaching.  We want to build up a group of
young ringers, initially through contact with the local primary school, and then widen the range of
activities to attract youngsters from further afield.  We also want to encourage existing ringers of any
ability to use St Clements as a resource to help with learning any aspect of ringing.  Establishing a local
band is a low priority - most of what we want to do is to aid the development of ringers at other
towers.

The church is usually open in the middle of the day, and once the bells have been installed there
should be ringing activities most afternoons, and opportunities to book the bells at other times.
Please look in if you are in the area when the church is open, and see how the project is progressing.
If you would like to help in any way do let me know.  There is more information on the website:
https://bells-of-stclements.scy.org.uk.

Barry Johnson

The new ring beam and relocated ‘great bell’
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